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Coccidiosis remains one of the biggest causes of loss in poultry and infections 

can spread incredibly fast in a few days. Effective use of anticoccidial drugs 

provided rapid growth of the poultry industry but Eimeria has developed 

resistance to all the coccidial drugs. Since the EU has banned the use of several 

anticoccidial drugs and regulations will be tightened gradually, there is a need 

to search into new methods of control. As part of this effort, we tested 

Enviva+Butirex for their capacity to provide protection against coccidiosis. This 

experiment was designed to determine the sensitivity of a recent field isolate of 

Eimeria spp to several in-feed doses of Enviva+Butirex.  

 

Method and material:  

392 one-day old Cobb 500 birds distributed in four 

treatments * seven pens (14 birds/ m2). All birds were 

inoculated on day 15 with sporulated oocysts of Eimeria 

(1 *105 cfu E. acervulina, 1 *104 cfu E. tenella, 5 *104 cfu 

E. maxima). On days 25, 35 and 48 we measured 

performance, oocyst excretion and intestinal lesion 

scoring as well as clinical observations 

 

Results: 

 
Average Weight Gain (AWG), 

Average Daily Gain (ADG) and 

Feed Conversion Rate (FCR) were 

significantly (p<0.001) improved in 

birds fed with Maxiban-Monteban 

compared to Enviva+Butirex 

treatments after two weeks post 

infection. However, all 3 

Enviva+Butirex treatments improved numerically AWG and FCR in periods 1-15 and 30-48 

days compared to Maxiban-Monteban.  
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The week post infection Maxiban-Monteban treated birds showed significant (p<0.0001) 

lower lesion score throughout the intestine; however, 20 days post infection only 7 birds 

showed slight lesions in the caeca and no lesions at all in the whole of the intestinal tract. 

At the very end of the trial (48 days) there were no lesions for any of the 4 treatments, 

demonstrating an excellent intestinal recovery effect of the Enviva+Butirex treatments.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Conclusions: 

 

Enviva+Butirex combination showed a positive effect restoring 

coccidia-damaged intestinal wall while at the same time 

reducing possible secondary pathogenically infections (E. coli, 

Clostridium); based on this trial results, we believe it could play a 

beneficial role in coccidia vaccinated flocks. A maintenance 

(or improvement) of performance in the latter can be expected 

when fed with the combination of Enviva+Butirex. 

 

Did you know…? 

Coccidiosis seriously 

impairs the growth and 

feed utilization of 

infected animals 

resulting in loss of 

productivity. 
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