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Butirex C4 improve the start of piglets reducing the intestinal problems and having 

an effect in the development of the animals against the healthy challenges of 

the intensive production 

Introduction 

The inclusion of sodium butyrate in piglet diets has shown for several years effectively 

stimulating feed intake, reducing the intestinal disorders and improving the performance 

parameters.  It has a positive impact increasing the length of intestinal villi, which expected 

to improve the nutrient absorption in the feed. 

 

Method and Material 

 Trial carried out in the facilities of Catholic University of Piacenza in Italy (2002).  

 Experimental design comprised two groups (Control and Butirex C4) with 8 pens and 

5 piglets per pen.  

 The weaned at 28 days pigs’ weighted averaged 9.175 kg at the start of the trial.  

 The diet (prestarter from 0-14 days and starter from 14 to 35 days after weaning) used 

in Control and trial group were the same, except for the addition of 1.5 g Butirex C4 

per tonne of feed. 

 

Results 

The inclusion of Butirex C4 increase feed intake and body weight gain the first days after 

weaning.  

 Control Butirex C4 

28-42 days 

ADG g/d 216 a 259 b 

DFI g/d 295 a 351 b 

FCR 1.353 1.366 

BW at 14 days Kg 12,2 a 12,8 b 

P<0.1 (x;y) 
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This improvement is higher (P<0.01) during first days post weaning (from 28 to 42 d of age), but 

continue afther that, until 84 d of age (P<0.05). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Conclusions: 

Butirex C4 in piglet´s pre-starter diets: 

 Stimulates the feed intake 

 Promotes a better weight gain  

 Improves of intestinal health and feed digestibility 

This effect give as result a better Productive Index for an increase 

in weight gain and a decrease in the feed conversion rate. 

 Control Butirex C4 

42-84 days 

ADG g/d 425 459 

DFI g/d 762 x 743 y 

FCR 1.79 x 1.72 y 

BW at 56 days Kg 30,5 31,9 

P<0.1 (x;y) 
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